
My name is Gail Frie. I'm a citizen and a tax payor of the city of Viroqua. I'm here tonight to correct a few 

rumors that I have heard.  

When I left the landfill in 2008, we were consistently accepting over 18,000 tons of waste every year 

without taking any out of county waste. Since then, waste generation rates have increased. So, there's 

plenty of waste in this county to support a landfill.  

I also heard that over half the waste coming landfill is coming from out of county, if that's true, that only 

means that over half of the waste generated in this county is being hauled out. Also, over 30 years ago 

when we opened the landfill, we had the same hauling ordinance that we do now and waste 

management was our mega-hauler back then. They sent three pretty good lawyers to my office to 

convince me that our hauling ordinance was not enforceable. I told them we were just going to continue 

as planned until a court said we couldn't. I also told them that if they took us to court, and even if they 

won, they would lose with the local people and probably lose most of their accounts. They left but they 

continued to use our landfill.  

From then on Tom Henry and I worked together on solid waste recycling issues, and many other issues. 

The whey plant cleanup was made possible only because the county and the city worked together to get 

the job done. This is the current Viroqua Food Co-op site.  

We all want our food to be grown locally, but we are willing to send our garbage to a mega landfill over 

100 miles away.   

Our landfill also provides hazardous waste and special waste collections to protect the Integrity of the 

landfill. They take the big loader out to the landfill every day, and it seldom comes back without 

something that wasn't supposed to go into the landfill and needed special disposal. These special 

precautions are not really possible in a mega landfill. Do you think taxpayers will agree with you 

supporting a mega landfill in Eau Claire when you actually own and have local control of a much safer 

landfill? Myself, and no one I know, wants the liability of two landfills. 

When I was Finance chairman here (the city of Viroqua), we collected garbage and recyclables with city 

staff. All we paid was landfill tonnage fee, and no fee on recycling. All costs were in-house, keeping the 

money in town. I don't know what costs have done since then, but maybe they should be looked into 

because you still have options now working with the county that you would not have if the landfill 

closes. All of these special collection programs along with the county recycling option would disappear if 

the landfill closes. 

I have learned that short-sided decisions usually come back to bite me. With your support the County 

Board will have no other option but to keep the programs operating with most of the municipalities 

directing their waste to the landfill, it will remain. June of 1991, when we started having all 

municipalities working together, the only way to maintain local control of environmental problems, and 

of course having a local landfill and a waste transfer station is having the best two options available to 

keep waste collection and disposal services competitive.  


